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Obituary

Daniel Frassinetti was born on July 26, 1939
in Iquique and died on April 9, 2010 in Santiago,
Chile. He obtained the title of Teacher of General
Basic Education in 1959 from Escuela Normal
José Abelardo Nuifiez and worked as a teacher for
several years. He came to Santiago in 1971, where
he joined the Museo Nacional de Historia Natural
as a technician. Quickly he became research
assistant and in 1975 he ascended to researcher
of the Geology Section. In 1991 he became head
of the Paleontology Section and was editor of the
Boletin del Museo Nacional de Historia Natural
and the museum’s Publicacion Ocasional for more
than 30 years. In 1995 he obtained a degree in
Education from the Universidad Metropolitana de
Ciencias de la Educacion. Daniel Frassinetti retired
in the year 2008, but continued his investigations
as Emeritus Curator at the museum. He was always
generous with information about paleontology, but
rarely talked about his private life. For some years,
he fought silently and bravely against a cancer
without many people knowing about it. A fight he
eventually lost.

‘Don Daniel’, as he was known to many of his
students, colleagues and friends, worked mostly
on Neogene mollusks and Quaternary mammals
from Chile. The investigation of mollusks was done
closely together with his friend Vladimir Covacevich
(SERNAGEOMIN) with whom he also assembled
the largest available collection of Neogene marine
invertebrates from Chile and published many
papers on the subject. After Vladimir Covacevich’s
untimely death in 1997, Daniel Frassinetti continued
to publish, but he was missing the collaboration of a
counterpart. The appearance of one of the authors
(SNN), beginning a Ph.D. thesis in the year 2000
right at the core of his research focus, did not lead
Daniel to hinder that work, but to open his arms wide

for a new fruitful collaboration. Daniel Frassinetti
was the first palaeontologist of the museum to
collaborate closely with colleagues from the US,
Europe and other countries and helped national and
international students to develop their investigations
without reservations or restrictions. With this, he
made Chilean paleontology much more visible on a
global scale.

To our knowledge, four species were named after
Daniel Frassinetti, the Miocene gastropods Chorus
frassinettii DeVries, 1997 and Zonaria (Zonaria)
frassinettii Groves & Nielsen, 2003, the Pliocene
crustacean Trichopeltarion frassinetti Feldmann,
Schweitzer & Encinas, 2010, and the extant lizard
Liolaemus frassinetti Nuiiez, 2007.

We remember Daniel as a very kind man,
very helpful and encouraging. He will long be
remembered by those who knew him and even
longer through his scientific contributions.

* A preliminary version was published in the abstract volume of the II Simposio - Paleontologia en Chile (Concepcion, 2010), which

was dedicated to the memory of Daniel Frassinetti.
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New taxa
1. Species
MOLLUSCA

angoli, Palaeomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

antiqua, Tegula (Agathistoma) Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

antu, Heliacus (Grandeliacus) Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007b
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austropacifica, Tegula (Chlorostoma) Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

bahamondei, Heliacus (Torinista) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1981a

bieleri, Solatisonax Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007b
biroi, Epitonium Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995
caupolicani, Adelomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

chilena, Tegula (Chlorostoma) Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

chilensis, Phos Frassinetti, 2000

chilota, Mulinia Frassinetti, 1997

chonos, Heliacus (Torinista) Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007b
colocoloi, Adelomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

covacevichi, Calliostoma (Otukaia) Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

covacevichi, Ipunina Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2008
covacevichi, Limatula Frassinetti, 1997

covacevichi, Trophon Frassinetti, 2000

crassus, Penion Frassinetti, 2000

crossletensis, Cancellaria Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1986
diversum, Penion Frassinetti, 2000

fragilis, Diodora Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
galvarinoi, Pachycymbiola? Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a
gayana, Ficus Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1980

guamblinensis, Polinices (Euspira) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995

hero, Xymenopsis? Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995
huilliche, Trophon Frassinetti, 2000

ibariformis, Glycymeris (Glycymerita) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1984

ignorata, Hindsiclava Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995

inti, Architectonica (Intitectonica) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1982

kleppi, Calliostoma Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
lautaroi, Miomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a
maitenlahuensis, Triumphis Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2003
mapucherum, Calliostoma Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
matanzana, Fagnastesia Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
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matanzensis, Tegula (Chlorostoma) Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
mcleani, Bathybembix Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
miocenica, Diloma Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
nassariformis, Cancellaria Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1986
navidadensis, Amiantis (Amiantis) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1993
navidadensis, Architectonica (Discotectonica) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1982
parcus, Trophon Frassinetti, 2000

pelantaroi, Miomelon? Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

pupuyana, Diodora Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

reconditus, Adelomelon Frassinetti, 2000

remotum, Cymatium Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995

reyesi, Cancellaria Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1986

riorapelensis, Monilea Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004

rodulfi, Chione (Chione) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1993

rudolphi, Cancellaria Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1986

senex, Cryptogemma Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1995

subaraucana, Nucula (Leionucula) Frassinetti, 1997

taitaoensis, Glycymeris (Glycymeris) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1993
taverai, Glycymeris Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1984

taverai, Heliacus (Torinista) Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1981a
tucapeli, Palacomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

vermeiji, Macron Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2003

vetulus, Trophon Frassinetti, 2000

VERTEBRATA

smeti, Palaeothenes Flynn, Nov
acek, Dodson, Frassinetti, McKenna, Norell, Sears, Swisher III & Wyss, 2002

2. Genera

MOLLUSCA

Diconoficus Covacevich & Frassinetti, 1983
Fagnastesia Nielsen, Frassinetti & Bandel, 2004
Intitectonica Frassinetti & Covacevich, 1982
Ipunina Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2008

Matanziella Frassinetti, 1978

Palaeomelon Nielsen & Frassinetti, 2007a

CRUSTACEA

Lebucarcinus Bahamonde & Frassinetti, 1980



